THIRSTY QUIREBOYS - ‘GOD
BLESS AMERICA: BEST OF

THIRSTY (Cadiz)
ROCK

This album is a reimagining of songs
from the three albums by Thirsty, a band
of ex-Quireboys Guy Bailey (RIP) and
Chris Johnstone. When Bailey died, Spike
— frontman of The Quireboys — was asked
to sing one song, the rollicking “10, 7
And Possibly 6° which best exemplifies
Bailey's quitar style and references the
Ten Commandments, and ended up doing
the whole album. Spike has a Rock 'n’ Roll
magic that has helped bring the songs
to life (aided by the production of Chris
Kimsey, known for his work with The
Stones).

One of the differences from the
Quireboys is the darker nature of the lyrics
based on the poetry of Russian Irina D, re-
worked into lyrics by Bailey. The title song
is about Rosemary Kennedy, the sister of
JFK. It's a slower ballad with a focus on
her name, which means if you didn’t know
its sinister origins you could think it was a
love song. ‘Donnie To Sonny’ is about the
relationship between a mob boss and an
FBI agent (also the subject of the ‘Donnie
Brasco’ film). ‘Flawless’, a song about
the thief that took $100 million dollars of
exquisite jewels in the 2013 Cannes heist,
is a languid Stones-like track suiting Spike’s
voice down to the ground.

My favourite track is ‘Chaos’. With
the chorus “My name is chaos” it could
have been written for Spike. Something
about it reminded me of ‘Sympathy For
The Devil'. “Goddam the libertine in
me” from ‘Libertine” also seems to suit
him and Bailey well. ‘Even Keel’, about
relationships, could have been a Quireboys
track in another life. In "Mercury’, the track
that is the most different from the original
Thirsty version, Spike has brought the song
into a different league, although it retains
its dreamy, opioid feel. The spoken words
are from the female poet muse herself,
who also reads the lyrics of "Solar’ and
‘Black’. ‘Albatross’ is based on ‘The Rime
Of The Ancient Mariner’, the lyrics bringing
out its Christian allegorical aspects. Bailey
was well read, and ‘Orlando’ with its
atmospheric harmonica is based on the
Virginia Woolf novel tackling issues of
gender fluidity.

The original Thirsty albums may have
been a bit arty for the average Quireboys
fan. Spike's vocals have made the songs
more accessible, allowing their poetic
aspects to shine while adding a common
touch of Rock ‘n’ Roll swagger for us mere
mortals.
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